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ge enceſor Remeeding the incommo 
Situation cf Pariſh Kirks: And in parti« 
cular, they ordered a Recommendation, 
to be DireQed to the then Earl of Buc+ 
cleugh for Building a Kirk on Borth- 

wick Water ; (as ap appears by the Index 

of their unp rinted As ,) which bei 

$ -fayed by bo Presbytery of 7ed 

inthe year 1649. was interrupted by 

= Invaſion of the Engiih, till the year 
L- at which time = _ of the Pariſhes of Hawick, Haſſenden, 
Wiltoun and Selkirk, all lying upon,or near toBor/hwick Water, made their. 
Addreſsto the Presbytery of Jedburgh, tor gettingthe Kirkof Haſſenden 
Tranſplanted from the Eaſt-exdof the Pariſh where it ſtood, to Robertoun 
which is about the middle thereof'; and for Diſmembring the remote Parts 

of the Pariſhes of Hawick, Haſſenden, Wiltouw and Selkirk from their re- 
ſpective Kirks, and annexing tFemto this new Kirk of Robertous 5 and that . 
inregard, That onthe heads of the Waters of Tivior and Borthwick 

there were arleaſt ten Miles Deſtituteof any Kirk; whereas beneath, where. 

T rviot and Bur thtwick meet, there are no fewer then ſix Kirks within the 
bounds of four Miles ; of which-the Kirk of Haſſenden being one, and hav- 

ing the Kirks of Minto and Wiltoun on the one and other ſide;. it then ſtood 

at the Eaſt-endof the Pariſh, which'is at leaſt twelve Miles of length in a 
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gence ſor Remeecding the incommodion 
Situation cf Pariſh Kirks: And in parti« 
cular, they ordered a Recommendation, 
to be DireRed to the thenEarl of Buc+ 
cleugh for Building a Kirk on Borth- 
wick Water ; (as y___— by the Index 
| | of their unprinted Acts,) which bei 
S&'-; wo \ : GW -:-- Eſſayed by the Presbytery of Jed, 
% CV AR» inthe year 1649. was incerrupend by 
NU EE BENS tnvafion of the En lifþ, till the year 
1658, at which tume the Herecors of the Pariſhes of Hawich, Haſſenden,. 
Wiltoun and Selkirk, all lying upon,or near toBor/hrwick Water, made their. 
Addreſsto the Presbytery of Medbargh, tor gettingthe Kirk of Haſſtnden 
Tranſplanted from the Ea/t-endof the Pariſh where it ſtood, to IOW! 
which is about the middle thereof; and for Diſmembring the remote Parts 
of the Pariſhes of Hawick, Haſſenden, Wiltouw and Selkir kfrom their re- 
ſpective Kirks, and annexing them to this new Kirk of Rober/oun;s andthag 
inregard, That onthe heads of the Waters of Tiviot and . Borthwick 
there were atleaſt ten Miles Deſtitute of any Kirk ; whereas beneath, wherg 
T rviot and Burthwick meet, there gre no fewer then fix Kirks within the | 
bounds of four Miles ;. of which-rhe Kirk of Haſfſenden being one, and hay» Fi 
ing the Kirks of Minto and Wiltown on the one and other ſide;, it then ſtood 
at che £aſt-endof the Pariſh, whichis at leaſt twelve Miles "— 
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ſtreight line from Haſſenden to Creak, the Weſt-end of the Pariſh, upon 
the North-/ide of the ſaids* Waters of  rviot and Borthwick, and hath the 
wholePEtiſh of W:/roxy, -vs it were, Interwoven with it by parcels, .which 
being #h# Silwation of the Pariſh of ZJafſenden; and there being allo ſome 
remote parts of the Pariſhes of Hawick and Selkirk lying upon or near tothe 
ſaidBortbhwick water, which will be diſtant from their ſaid Kirks, or any Kirk 
. wharſomever, ſix, cight, ,ten,or twelve Miles: The tranſplanting of Haſen- 
* dex Kick © Robertowr, and annexing the faids remote parts of Ha/#nden, 
- Hawick, Wittoun and Selkirk tothi$ flew Kirk of Roberrtoun, would make 
theremoteſtof them -to be not above five Miles diſtanr fgom the ſame, and 
© fivepantgof fix within two Miles of the ſaid Kirk: And on the other hand, 
the Eaft-end of. the ſaid Pariſh of Hafixden, from which the Kirk was to be 
removed, would be ſufficiently accommodate by annexing ir, partly to the 
Kirk of ©MHz:nto, and partly to Wtonn, lying on either hand thereot; and 
two parts of thee of the ſaid Ea/-end would have the advantage in being an- 
nextd to Wy/toun, which is nearer to them then the Kirk of Haſenden; and 
the orher third part woutd be no tarther prejudged,then'by riding or going half 
a Mile, orat moſt a Mile farther tothe Kirk then they were wont: And like- 
wiſe the aforeſaids other three Kirks onthe North. ſide of Tiviot-water would 

by ehis means be in the very Center of their Pariſhes. | 
Upon which conſiderations, the Conveniency and Equity of the aforeſaid 
Tranſplantation was ſo apparent, that not only the Presbytery of Selkirt 
did thereto-conſent, but alfoallthe Heretors inthe ſaid Ea/?-end of Haſs-nder 
Pariſh, by a Wtit underrheir Hands, did unanimouſly concur in, the foreſaid 
Atecls, exept Jobr Tf urvbal! of Know, who yer aftcr a lirtle oppoſition 
Wis convinced, and joyned” with the reſt: Whereopon rhe Presbytery of 
Fedbrugh having with conſent of all Parties perambulaterhe bounds , tound 
areal neceſſity of the ſaid Tranſplantation; And having paſt an A there. 
upon, which was alſo Authorized by the Authority for the time: In purſu- 
atvce thereof; theſaid Kirk of Roberrown was 1n the year1659. Built and 
. &jnplcared,” and Gods Wotſhip ſet up and Exerciſed therein tor ſe veral years 

thereatter.'” | be 

"BurinthEyear 1665. -when Prelacy haJovertutned Presbytery, and was 
- thich ingreit vitour: The Archbiſhopof Glzycow forthe! rime, raking Of- 
ſtnce arfomie lictle light he conceived tobe ptttupenkinebythe deceaſed Sir 
Gizeon Scot clic Earl of Tarras's Father; did firſt by a'peremproty Letter 


*- þ dreRtedrothie Presbytery of Fedburgh ;. and then upon the reportof a pre- 


ited Viſation appointed by the Synod of Peebles, give order that the 
Mirk'of H4/@nttn that had been Demoliſhed ſhould be Rebuilr, andthenew 
Parith of Ro#e#town again Dilmembred : And that without ſo much} as /tither 
- mikiny the 2ppvinred Perambulation, of piving a faire Hearing to'theHere- 
&$t5 and others .concerhed, #5 the Proteftation and Triſtruments raken by the 
Exird of Br #hisick Brae; in Name bf the reſt, does reſtify+ And inthismat- 
Rfthe Archbifhop was ſo Pattial and' Unreaſonable; that albeir he had ſaid 

penly, charit SirGrdemn Sror would burwrite a Letter rohim co fotbear, he 

ould do it = Verhis Paſſion ſo tar prevailed upon' Sir Gideon's nor wtiting, 
Ti ” he codinidnded the atorefaid Diſlblution of the Pariſh ot Roberrowy, - 
it « WFP: UII JI eh #*9: waht «Bk | 
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the manifeſt Detriment of upwards of goo Souls that lived within the bounds 


. 


thereof, and could not <lſe where becafily accommodate. * +, 

And farther, he carried his Partiality co that height, "that he procured a 
Decceet of the then Commiſſion tor Plantation of Kirks, Rajiying vhat he 
had done: But ths Decreet being given in Ablence, and mar ys *bis 
procurement, in compearing petfonally in the Commiſſion, and declaring 
what he had already done in that Aﬀair; and withall the” Deercet is charpe- 
able with ſeveral 'Nulliries and Inconfiſtencies: * And being Gun r'a Ka 
fication} 9nz nihilnovi jury tribut, and to be underſtood Fatt 
Is not in this Caſe to be regarded. | "mn "2 

Afcer this Diſſolution and Deſolation wrought by the Biſhop which con- 
tinued for ſeveral ycars, The Heretors and Pariſhioners did upoh the grant- 
ing of chelate liberty inthe year, 1687. EreCtto themſelves a meeting Houſe | 
near to the ſaid Kirk, providing it with a Presbyterian Miniſter. ' *Andthe 
Earl of Carras, with the remanent Heretors and Pariſhioners, 'being defir. 
ous, uoon the rc-2itubl;ſhment of Presbytery, to have the ſaid Pariſh and Kirk 
of Robertoun, Which the Arch Biſhop had ruined, again-reſerled ; Dig 
in Seprember. 1689. Apply for direttion and advice, to a meeting of Presby- 
tcrian Miniſters at Dry9ugh: Bur they tho' abungantly ſatisfied, that the 
former procedure in erecting of that Kirk, was ordecly,could do nothing inthe 
matter : Inreſpe& they were not at That time-Authorized by Law: Wherg- 
upon the ſaid Earle, and others did thereafter renew their application to the 
general meeting of Miniftcrs at Edinturgb, who didin this, as in orher caſes, 
recommend and refertlie matter to the next enlying Synod of Mer/e, and Ts 
wiotdail,tobe by them examined, and reported to the next General Aſſembly. 
Upon this Reference, The Synod being mer at Kel/o, in Fly Nall, 
did appoint a Commity to conſider this whole Aﬀeair, and to reviſe the ſe- | 
veral Papers thereto relating, and to report their diligence with their opinion 
and adyicethereanet. The which Commity being met and baving leen all 
Papers relating cither to tranſplantation or overturning of the ſaid Kirk, and 
having heard all parties concerhied; they upon a full examination of the 
whole matter. And after having ſet gown exaRly what they had found erg. 
in, which aprees in every point co the narrative above expreſſed, did returr 
their report and advice ; Firſt, Thar the ereQing of the ſaid Kirk of Robertagh, 
was moſt neceſſary for Accommodating alar etraRt of ground, which they 
recommend to the Synod to caule perambulate. 24/y, That the aforeſaid ar- 
birrary order given by the Arch-Biſhop,, oughtto be ſimpliciter condemned, 
And Thirdly, Thar tho? they think.the Synod can give no Judgement, cither 
as tothe continuance or demolition of the aforeſaid Kirk of Haſſendes, untill 
the ſaid decrect of Ratification given, by the Commiſſion for. plantatian of 
Kitks, be raken out of the way ; yet they alſo find that the aforeſaid Decreec 
was given for not Compearance,and that the reaſon why there was no Com- 
pearance, was becauſe that none atthat timedurſt oppoſe the aftings of the 
Arch-Biſhop ; neither were Presbyterians tond of new EreCtions, nor that 
Kirks ſhould be multiplied : as the ſaid report more fully bears. 

Which report being made to the Synod, they unanimouſly approved the 
ſame ; condemning the abovementioned injunction given by the Arch- Biſhop 
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of Glaſzow, andrecommendedirto ſeveral Gentlemen and Miniſters by 
; themnamed, to perambulate the whole bounds above controverted, and re- 
port tothe Synod, as the Synod's At dated the 2.4. of Zuly, 1690 More 
4 ara | | 
ou the Perambulators appointed oy che Synod, having mcr at the Kirk 
pf Haſſenden, upon the « 3- of Yaguft laſt, and then perambulated the whole 
® Bounds: They Judged it moſt convenient for the bencfire of the People, lying 
tance from any Kirk ; ThatRoberioun, be again Ereted in a 
gely planted, and tharalbeir there may be about eight Hundred 
Souls lying neareſt co the Kirk of Haſſenden, yet the remoreſt of chem, are 
not above two miles diſtant from the Kirk of //:/foun on the one ſide, anda 
mile andan halfe from the Kirk of toon the other; As the report of 
their Perambulation, ſubſcribed with their hands, bears. 

Which report being made to the Synod, again metat Kel/s, upon the 2.3, 
of September laſt, they upon a Petition given in by the Pariſhioners of Ro- 
bertoun give this Anſwer ; that the report of the whole affair concerning the 
Pariſhes of Haſſenden, and Robertoun; begiven in to the next enſuing Al- 
ſembly, unto which they referthe ſame: As the extract of their Act bears. 

Whereupon this venerable Aſſembly being now mer, the ſaid Earle of 
Tarras, with the remanent Heretors and Par GR of the ſaid Kirk of Ro- 
bertoun; doin all Humility, lay the whole matter thereto relating, before the 
Aſſembly ; to be by them duely conſidered and determined upon, earneſtly 
intreating and obteſting the reverend Members therenf, Thar they would 
_ givetheir F = ryrng; and take ſuch courſe therein as may beſt contribute to 

| re-erecting of the faid Kirk and Pariſh of Robertour, for the better accom- 
modating of the People, living atſo vaſt a diſtance, as hath been above repre- 
ſented, from any Kirk whatſomever ; ſecing that the ſame doth ſo maniſeſtly 
conduce to the advancement of the _— God, in the propagation of the 
Goſpel, and the good and edification of the Hundreds of Souls therein con- 
cerned, And that by the narative above mentioned, It is alfo manileſt that any 

poſition thar hath been or can be made to fo good a Work, doth onl 

flow from the ſelfiſh diſpoſition of ſuch unreaſonable Men, as wiltully refuſe 
tocedethe ſmalleſt bit of their own eaſe, cither for the more neceſſary ac- 
commodationof their Neighbours,or the more viſible advantage of theGoſpel, 
which ought certainly to preponderate in all ſuch caſes. 


The granting of which juſt deſire, isthe more edrneſtly expeRted, inre- 


ard that all craved, is only the reviving and reſtoring of what was formerly 
'ſo.well ſettled by the Judicatories of the Church, before the late Interruption ; 
and the paſſing ſuch a Judgement upon the whole matter, as is ſutable to irs 
Eccleſiaſtick Authority ; ſpecially ſeeing that there neitheris at preſent, nor 
canbe any Miniſter regularly fixed ineither of theſe Kirks, and tor al! the 
vaſt bounds of that Pariſh, until the queſtioned be determined, 
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